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Choose Your Adventure!

A) “Yah.. that’s not going to work. It’s too small.”
B) "Do you sell over $1,000 a year?”
C) “You have reached the voicemail of...”

D) “Thanks for reaching out, We can help with practices to improve soil and
natural resources! Soil health is important on all scales!”






FARM NUMBER & ELIGIBILTY

1) Direct to Farm Service Agency to obtain Farm Number and
complete eligibility documents.

2) "I'm a non-for-profit? Can | get a Farm Number?" Direct to FSA.

3) Schedule a site visit to assess resource concerns and discuss goals and
practices.

4) Then direct to apply, if interested, by sending CPA1200 to
USDA-NRCS District Conservationist with Farm Number.
"l can send this to you and/or help you fill it out during our site visit."

4) If you have any questions on the application, please ask.
It is brief and | can walk you through filling it out.



SITE PREPARATION & MAPPING

1) Soil Map

2) Topo Map

3) IDEM What's in My Neighborhood?
4) Aerial History

5) Higher quality third party map for planning such as Google Earth



Soils Map

Sources:

SITE PREPARATION & MAPPIN

Web Soil Survey

Conservation
Desktop
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Map Unit Legend (2

@
Jefferson County, Indiana (INO77)
Jefferson County, Indiana (IN077) @
Map
L . Acres Percent of
Unit Map Unit Name .
Symbol in ADI AOI
CnB2 Cincinnati silt 1.8 15.8%
loam, 2 to 6
percent slopes,
eroded
DeC2 Deputy silt loam, 0.4 3.4%
& to 12 percent
slopes, eroded
DeC3  Deputy silt loam, 0.0 0.0%
6 to 12 percent
slopes, severely
eroded
RoA Rossmoyne silt 9.3 80.7%
loam, O to 2
percent slopes
Totals for Area of 11.6 100.0%
Interest




SITE PREPARATION & MAPPING

Topo Map
Source:

« Conservation
Desktop

« 2’ Contour layer



SITE PREPARATION & MAPPING

Potential Contamination
« Source: IDEM What's in My Neighborhood?

IDEM Interactive Map
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SITE PREPARATION & MAPPING
Aerial History

 Conservation Desktop

 Web Soil Survey




SITE PREPARATION & MAPPING

Aerial History

Google Earth or Maps




Cropland Resource Concerns

Conservation Planning Tool - CART
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1.

Site visit observations & questions
Are any gullies visible?

“How do you prepare your beds? How do you weed? What tools do you use”
a. Any full width tillage

“Do you use cover crops?”

“Are you producing crops every week/month of the year that you want?”
Are there any sensitive areas or wells on the farm or adjacent?

“Do you soil test?”

“Do you apply nutrients (including compost)? How do you determine how

much to apply?”
“Do you water your crops? How? For how many years?”



Maps and Notes

Feel free to follow along and
make notes and draw
practices on your map!
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Planning! High Tunnel System

High Tunnel 30’ x 48’
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Planning!




Mulching:
Compost on 120 growing beds: 2.5’ x 50’
Woodchips on 126 walkways: 1.8’ x 50’

Planning! Mulching




Planning! Low Tunnels
Low Tunnels on 40 2.5’ x 50’ beds




Hedgerow

Planning! Hedgerow




Planning! Wildlife Planting

Pollinator Planting - plugs
Pollinator Planting - seed




High Tunnel System

PROVIDE:
1) High Tunnel IR

RESOURCE CONCERNS:
Plant productivity and health

SUPPORT:

1) Purdue High Tunnel Handbook

2) Marionswcd.org High Tunnel
Suppliers List

High Tunnel System
Practice Code 325

High Tunnel System Implementation Reguirements

Indiana High Tunnel
Handbook

''''''''''




Low Tunnel System

Low Tunnel System
Practice Code 821

ow Tunnel System Overview

PROVIDE:
1) Low Tunnel Practice Overview

RESOURCE CONCERNS:
Plant productivity and health
Plant pest pressure

SUPPORT:

1) Low Tunnel: INNRCS Training
— Youtube

2) Marionswcd.org High Tunnel
Suppliers List



. . . PROVIDE:
Irrlgatlon Practices 1) Irrigation Water Management Plan

o Planner and producer fill out as
much as possible
o Planner provides IWM to NRCS
TECH TEAM with engineering
request
2) Engineering Designs (most likely after
application preapproval)

Practice Cods 44%

Irrigation Water Mansgemant Plan - Small Farmi sand Gardena

— s [ e

RESOURCE CONCERNS:
Inefficient water use

e

Lo L. . Bl

SUPPORT
1) urbansoilhealth.org
2) Manufacturer's websites and contact

ki m




Cover Crops

Cover Crops Cverview

For Smisil Farmma and Carde

Cover Crop Seeding Methods
P Srnadl Fasird and Caides

Cover Crop Termination
For Small Farms and Cardens

PROVIDE:

1) Cover Crop Overview

2) Cover Crop Seeding Methods
3) Cover Crop Termination

4) Indiana Cover Crop Tool

RESOURCE CONCERNS:

Erosion, low organic matter, pest
pressure, moisture, habitat, excess
soil nutrients, any resource concern
listed in the conservation practice
standard

SUPPORT

1) marionswcd.org/soilhealth

2) MCSWCD Favorite Mixes

3) Expert farmer books & online
4) Urban Soil Health, SWCDs



Cover Crops Implementation Requirement
Indiana Cover Crop Tool for Small Farms and Gardens

| 0lb14.7 0z
L R

Indiana Cover Crop Create a Mix - -
Name Megan Ayers
Location Earth
: T AIET.
Total Area of &ll Mixes (sgft) | 5000
Total Area [acres, rounded up) 0.2
| B - - Guitdance located af the battom of this sheat
MK 1 Mates
Area of Bed (=qft) : 250
# of Bads ' 20
Total Area [:-qﬁl - 5000 ) -
Cower Crop Species Type | @ F:_‘H _ Divisor | mﬁ:ﬁ“ PLS %
~ Dats Grass | High 3 | = a7 80
Pea, Field Legume j lbow =i | 1.1 100
| 100 |
+ l':.::l ]
f100 |
100
e
e = i i
Flanting Method Termination Method Flanned Next Crops
“Brosdeast » Incorporation | Wintarkil

Amount par | Amount par

Bed | Total Area
| 181 5.8 0z
| 3b?1loa

1b15c: 2ilblz8az
Cost Eﬁﬁmﬁtf

50,00 50,00

dafural Hewgurors Cenyervalion Seovice

5000 sqft / 43,560 = 0.11 acres
Round up to 0.2 for programs

Online training video at marionswcd.org/soilhealth under cover crops



Mulching

Mulching
Practice Code 484

Mulches for Small Farms and Gardens Overview

PROVIDE:

1) Mulches for Small Farms and
Gardens Overview

2) Indiana Mulching Tool

RESOURCE CONCERNS:
Organic Matter Depletion is IN priority

SUPPORT
Urban Soil Health, SWCDs, etc.



Mulching Implementation Requirement ar | ToulAes

sqft

Indiana Mulching Tool

i Planning Amount ;

Applied?

Mame
Lacation

Years

Motes

i Year
L

Yes = | tlﬂﬁ b

Yes ¥ | :ruas. -
| '1'95. - II]}'.E -

| Yes v | zuzs-
2026 ~

T8I SN T TN T
4

._.
=
1
1

Indiana Mulching Tool (S04 o
L NRCS 484 Implsmentation Requinsment (IR).

Megan Ayers

Earth

2025, 2026, 2027 |

lZn!l.Fl I:l"hl .-'-'-. ‘iE":ﬁ‘.
G.IJ.HDEN A w.aukw.a','s.

GARDEM A Beds

GARDEN A Walkways

Ny
A 10/ Decripti i i
s ! “rp m... i sqft i Inches | | Material Cost |

GARDEN A Beds

| Disclaimer: For the toal to function correctly, enter the Load information (Optional)

Enter volume of muich per wheelbarrow,

areg and aesired mowlch depth. Sefect the Material i
g, etc, to estimate # of loods needed. |

type. Estimated Amount Needed wnil, and load
information according to guidance below this table. 30 cubic feer - per load

Matarial Eﬂlmitad Amount Naeded  Estimated

.?IJI:II:I E-::mpn-!.t - 2 114 :ubu: -,.-armv 620,00 §

5!’.“:-:2! 'u'.'u:l-::udn:hlps. b -i '.-' |:1.|b||: ','ards ”

2,000 -E::-mpu-s.t bt 1}'..-1 n:ut:-h: ',.'an:is * | L620.00

3
2

500 ! Wmd:hlns gl 2 31 cubicvards = |
2

2,000 Straw - 33,3 bales ~* | $25667 |

Online training video at marionswcd.org/soilhealth under muilching




Tree/Shrub Planting
Implementation Requiremeant

reipd Simes Dieparrrae o Apnoainey
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PROVIDE:

1) Environmental Plantings and
Windbreaks from Web Soil Survey

2) Tree / Shrub Planting Plan (most
likely after application preapproval)
o NRCS Area Forester can assist

RESOURCE CONCERNS:
Wildlife habitat or any purpose in the
conservation practice standard

SUPPORT

1) Pollinator Partnership, Xerces,

2) Pheasants Forever, Quail Forever
3) Forestry Tech Note #2



Hedgerows

Forestry Tech Note #2

USDA Forestry Technical Note #2
Limstanr] Slwtrn Depabrt=e=d of dgrivsiliory

W ursl Reiour i Comiery Blom Sereicd - indkard  Oeiobes 2018

i

Tree and Shrub Establishment

INTRODUCTIOMN

T teschnical note prosvides. information on i
) BhUD erslabishment usng ree koedings
containes soch, O deec seeding methods.

L PLAMTING DESMEN
A, Planling Rates

ﬁ‘mdl-m_ﬁﬂmﬂrm
Fuliple spaciet and obyectives. Specaes iy
hmuﬂ-mmww

Tabde 3.

Technical Note 2 Forestry Tree Planting.pd
f (usda.gov)

Bald Cypresa Taradium dibehum South VPD-WD Tolerant 45T
Binck Chomy Prunus serobna A WND-WD Ikt 4575
Bsek W akut Jugdans nigrs Al MD-WD I e B6TH
Cedar. Northern White | Thuja occidentalis Morth PO-WD Somewhat 5575
Hichary Shaghark Carya ovata A MWD-WD Iy 4575
Hickory Shelbark Carya laciniosa | Ad VPD-WD Somewhat B.1.74
Kentucky Coffeetres | Gymnociadus deowus | M SPDWD Sormeahal 5585
[ Maple Red | Acer rubrum Al VPD-WD Somewhat 4565
Maple Sdver Ager secchannum A VPD-WD Toberant 4570
Norway Spruce Picea atves | Al VPD-WD Somewhal 50785
Chak, Black Chmveys velubng Al WM D-ED Inipdermn 4565
Oak. Bur Quevcus Macrocpd Ad PD-ED Somewhal 4575
Qak,_Chinkapin Quercus muhiantepd A MWD-ED Imighermng 5080
Chai, Cherrybuai ChevEus pagads Seawuth &PD-WD i 4568
Oak Owercup Cuenzus hyrats South VPD-WD Todprant 4570
| Cak. Pin Queercus padysing Ad VPD-WD Somewhal 4561
Ouk._Scarlel Quéveus coctined A MWD-ED Intolerant 4565
Oak, Shingle Chasrcus Embrcana A SPD-WD Irvicsermnt 4565
Cak, Shumard Quercus shumardii A SPDWD Somewhat 8174
Oak, Swamp Cheatnul | Quercus michauxs South SFD-WD St 45685 |
Cuad, Swamp White Quavus Dicolor Al VPD-WD Someratiat 4581
[ Gak, Wnds Quercus aiba A MWOWD | intolerant 4585
Pecan Carys ilincenys m SPD-WD Tolgrant 8478
| Pines, Wit Punus strodus A MWND-WD Iniokerang 8175
[ Persimmon | Diospyros varginisns Al WWOWD | Somewhat | 45855
| River Barch Biefuln rgre M__ | VPOWO Somewhal 4565
[ Sweetgum | Liguidember styreciiue PO-WD Tolorand | 5585
| Tuiptres | Lincdendrontudpiers _MWOWD | Intclersnt | S070



Wildlife Planting

o PROVIDE:
- === 1) Small Plug Planting for Pollinators,
e Monarchs, and Beneficial Insects

2) Wildlife Plug Planting Calculator

= RESOURCE CONCERNS:
== | | wildiife habitat

|/~ | 1) Pollinator Partnership, Xerces,
: 2) Pheasants Forever, Quail Forever
3) Marionswcd.org/soilhealth

a) Wildflowers for Beneficial Insects

b) Beneficial Insets for Fruit and Vegetable Growers
c) Native Plantings for Beneficial Insects and
Pollinators




Payment Estimate (possibly from previous year

Indiana EQIP Contract Payment Estimator FY24 Reset Form

Service Center

Application Numnber Estimated Contract Payment

Applicant Mame and Date |Megan 5 21,550.1¢ 1

Participant Type NOT Historically Underserved

District Conservationist  |Cara Save and Open PDF
State indiena ____

Program ECUP Estimate

Associated Ranking Pools |High Tunnel

MOTE: This worksheet is the NMON=-HU version. Use the "HU Version" for HU Participants.
If selecting a High Priority or Source Water Practice (HPP), select the scenario beginning
with "Pr" ar "Wp"

Reset Estimate Section

Start typing In any rew to search for a practice, practice code, or scenario name, then Flanned Number of Years
Lina click the drop down button Umnit | Unit Cost Quantity  |Planned Max Payment Cap | Estimated ltem Total
1 484 - Mulching; Natural Material, Small Area M 5 147.07 fi 1[5 6,500.00 | % 882,43
2 340 - Cover Crop: Cover Crop - 1 acre or less Ac -3 406,68 0.2 3|5 - |5 244.01
3 B21 - Low Tunnel Systems; Low tunnal 1000-5000 square feet, Year 1 gFt | S 1.24 5000 1[5 16,150.00 | 5 6, 200,00
4 325 - High Tunnel System; High Tunnel System SgFt | 5 577 1440 1] & 16,650.00 | 5 £,308.80
441 - Irrigation System, Microirmigation; High Tunnel Surtace Microirrigation, per square
<] feet Sqft S 0,61 10000 1| & 3,050.00 | 5 3,050.00
B 420 - Wildlife Habitat Planting: Interplanting with potted plants or shrubs SgFt | % 1.52 00 1% 4.600.00 | % 1,064.00
7 420 - Wildlife Habitat Planting; Small Planting - Pollinator Mix kSqgFt | S 241.82 0.5 1| & 1,000.00 | 5 12091
B %22 - Hedgerow Planting: 1 row hedgerow, bareroct shrub seedling planting stock Ft 5 0.56 3000 1] & : > 1.680.00
(1] -3 5 .




Partnerships!

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Farm Service Agency

Urban Soil Health

Soil and Water Conservation Districts

ndiana Department of Natural Resources

ndiana State Department of Agriculture

Pollinator Partnership

Savannah Institute

Purdue Extension

Pheasants Forever / Quail Forever

State of Indiana Cooperative Invasives Management
Indiana Department of Environmental Management / Health Departments




Thank YOU! Questions, comments, suggestions...

Cara Bergschneider
USDA NRCS State Urban and Small-Scale Conservationist
cara.bergschneider@usda.gov

Kevin Allison
Marion County SWCD Soil Health Specialist
kevin-allison@iaswcd.org

SOIL
HEALTH

. Megan Ayers
_ PRINCIPLES

Urban Soil Health
megan-ayers@urbansoilhealth.org
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